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www.
trybooking
.com/BORUD

The Tasmanian Poetry Festival acknowledges the Country of
lutruwita/Tasmania, and respects the palawa/pakana people as the
traditional and ongoing owners and custodians of this land. We
acknowledge that sovereignty was never ceded, and we pay our
respect to all elders, past, present and future.

Sponsors
This project was assisted through Arts Tasmania by the Minister for the Arts
www.arts.tas.gov.au and the City of Launceston www.launceston.tas.gov.au

Our thanks also to: Launceston Smash Cakes; Bread and Butter; Le Cafe;
Sportsgarden Hotel; Petrarchs Bookshop; Pioneer Lobby, Albert Hall; Best
Western Plus Hotel; Michelle O’Byrne MP; Phoenix Bar and Restaurant;
City Park Radio; The Print Division; The Workers Club Launceston;
Interweave Gallery.
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OUR 2021 EVENTS
Saturday MARCH 13

Open Mic for Poets
part of “Ten Days on the Island” www.facebook.com/tendaystas
Liffey Market at 10.15-10.45am approx.
FREE EVENT

Friday MARCH 19

TRIBUTE CONCERT TO JOAN BAEZ AND BOB DYLAN
Features leading Tasmanian musicians.
Prize for best costume in the spirit of the sixties
MC Dani Streets, Hosts Nancy Corbett and Yvonne Gluyas
Workers Club, 66 Elizabeth St Launceston, 7pm, doors open 6pm.
Bring supper to share with your table. Bar open.
Tickets $10/$15 from www.trybooking.com/BOYTT
More information 0413 321 834
Covid safe event.

Sunday MARCH 21

" THE ARTIST'S PALATE" - a movable feast
celebrating art forms and poetry. Starts 11am.
The Tasmanian Poetry Festival presents a movable feast, celebrating diverse art
forms and poetry. Beginning at Interweave 11 am, from Queen Victoria Museum,
2 Invermay Road Invermay. Plus 3 more mystery destinations with art exhibitions,
live performances and ekphrastic poetry. Sumptuous menu at all venues.
Bus transfer between locations...be part of the journey.
Tickets $40 per head includes Sumptuous menu at all venues.
Bookings www.trybooking.com/BPNXW
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Monday MARCH 22

POETRY AT PHOENIX
with David Mason, Tim Slade and Brielle Quigley
The Tasmanian Poetry Festival presents a night of wonderful poetry with David
Mason and local legends, Tim Slade and Brielle Quigley, at Phoenix Bar and
Restaurant, 63 Brisbane St. Launceston. 7pm start. Bar open and food
available.
Tickets: $12/$10 Covid-safe capacity is 45 people.
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BORQO
Friday MARCH 26

FRIDAY FUN AT THE FESTIVAL 7.30 pm
Special guest performer, comedy legend Rachel Berger is going to wow us with
her wit and satire in a fun filled night of poetry. All our guest poets will be reading
at this event, on Friday March 26th, at 7.30 pm in the Ben Lomond Room at
Best Western Motel, 3 Earl Street, Launceston.
Book in early, as numbers are strictly capped at 50, for Covid-safe policy.
Tickets $15/$10
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BOUWB

N.B. Event begins at 7.30 sharp, and there will be no table service of
food from the Tram Bar in The Ben Lomond room during the show.
Saturday MARCH 27

SATURDAY SESSION (daytime 11am–3pm)
The Ben Lomond Room
1st floor, Best Western Plus,
3 Earl Street, Launceston.
Our guest poets will be reading interspersed with open mic readings.
Jane Williams' latest book will be launched by Kristen Lang at 2 pm.
Lunch platters will be served (included in ticket price)
Tickets $12/$10 Covid-safe numbers are capped at 50 people.
Bookings www.trybooking.com/BOVXW
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Saturday MARCH 27

THE LAUNCESTON POETRY CUP
At The Workers Club, 66 Elizabeth Street, Launceston, sign up from 6.30 pm.
The iconic Launceston Poetry Cup now in its 37th year.
Poems must be read in under one minute or you are disqualified.
Winner is judged by the loudest audience response.
Includes book launch by Nancy Jean Corbett
Tickets: $12/$10
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BOVYV
Bar open, BYO picnic tea.

Sunday MARCH 28

SUNDAY SESSION 11am–4pm
At the Pioneer Lobby in The Albert Hall.
Guest poets and open mic readings in the morning, with Kristen Lang's book
launch at 11.30 a.m.
Lunch can be purchased from City Park Cafe (formerly Victoria’s) 1-2pm. From
2-4pm City Park Radio will do a Live Broadcast with readings from all our guest
poets.
Tickets: $12/$10 for the whole day (not including lunch)
Covid-safe limits at this venue are 55 people.
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BOVZP
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OUR GUESTS FOR 2021

SPECIAL GUEST PERFORMER
Our guest to launch "Friday Fun at the Festival"
event is

Australian comedy legend
Rachel Berger
Rachel is one of Australia’s most highly regarded,
adept, and adaptive comedic talents working
variously as a comedian, broadcaster, novelist,
columnist, agitator and television entertainer. She is
a woman of remarkably diversified talents. In addition
to playing the Xylophone and carving avocado pips
into small Buddhas, she’s recently stopped feeling
guilty. There are no cows too sacred for this Berger.
Jane Williams
Jane enjoys writing across genres but is best
known for her poetry. She moved from the
mainland to Tasmania in 2002.
Since the early 1990s Jane's poems have
been widely published and anthologised. She
has featured at many readings and festivals
around Australia and overseas in countries
including Ireland, the USA and the Czech
Republic. In 2016 Jane held a three month
residency in Slovakia where a sequence of poems for her sixth collection Parts of
the Main were developed. Awards for her poetry include the Bruce Dawe Poetry
Prize and the DJ O’Hearn Memorial Fellowship. She is the author of several
books and co-edits the online arts journal Communion with her partner Ralph
Wessman.
janewilliams.wordpress.com
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David Mason
David grew up in Bellingham, Washington, and
has lived in many parts of the world, including
Greece and Colorado, where he served as poet
laureate for four years. He has brought poetry to
audiences in and out of jails, schools, and other
kinds of confinement.
His books of poems began with The Buried
Houses, The Country I Remember and Arrivals. His verse novel, Ludlow, was
named best poetry book of the year by the Contemporary Poetry Review and the
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum.
David lives with His partner Chrissy (poet Cally Conan-Davies) on land they
cleared together in Tasmania, where they look out on water in three directions and
are kept sane by the behaviour of birds and animals and the occasional human.

Kim Nolan
I have written poetry for twenty years and had a
successful career as a corporate writer and
communications consultant. I am experienced as a
public speaker and hold a Graduate Diploma in
Professional Communication.
My work has been featured in Famous Reporter and
the inaugural Tasmanian Culinary Challenge.
Readings include the following open mic sessions:
FAW (Tas) Republic Readings, SAWTOOTH, 2019
Tas Poetry Festival, Tas Poets Performing where I
won the Handicap Competition for emerging poets,
Seasonal Poets.
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Geoffrey Miller
Geoffrey grew up in and around the mining towns of
Tasmania’s West Coast but has lived his adult life in
the North-West of the State. The character and
culture of these places reflect in both his collections
to date: Behind Closed Eyes, 2010, and now
Memory Creases, 2020, both published by
Ginninderra Press. A poetry book for children “Sandy
is a yellow kitten” Illustrated by Sandra Gudze was
published by Tien Wah Press in 2014.
A chronic stutterer for most of his life, he thought he
wrote because it allowed him to express himself
freely. Now, with almost total fluency in speaking he
acknowledges he would have written poetry regardless because this is who he is.
Geoffrey has been a member of the Devonport Writers Workshop for over twenty
years. He has contributed to numerous anthologies and is a regular reader at the
very popular Forth Pub nights.

Rebecca Young
I am a 25 year old, stay at home mother of two
young children. I have always been drawn to
creativity and have spent most of my life
attempting to explore different arts, such as
drama, music, painting, drawing, creative writing
and poetry. After having my children I felt that I needed a creative outlet to focus
on. I rediscovered my love of the arts, which eventually led me to poetry in 2019
and to my first slam event in Launceston. I placed 1st in the Deloraine heat of the
2019 Australian Poetry Slam, (APS) and then went on to place 3rd in the
Tasmanian finals of the APS, which gave me the opportunity to travel to Sydney to
the Australian finals of the APS.
In 2020 I placed 1st in the Launceston heat of the Australian Poetry Slam, and
thus performed in the Tasmanian finals again. I was then invited to perform as a
guest poet at Tas Poets “Speakeasy” @ Phoenix, Launceston.
At the beginning of 2021, I performed as a guest poet at Story to Tell, in
Launceston.
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Joy Elizabeth
When she’s not wandering the country in Matilda,
her motorhome, Joy Elizabeth lives and writes in a
retro round house in the north of Tasmania.
She’s been part of the poetry community in
Tasmania for over 36 years and was a guest poet at
the inaugural Tasmanian Poetry Festival (1985).
Winner of the 2004 Scarlet Stiletto Awards, Dorothy
Porter Award, for the Best Crime Story in Verse,
Joy’s poetry has been published in a number of
collections and journals, including Vashti’s Voice,
Famous Reporter and Westerly, The Loom of Time
(1985) Peddling Poetry (2015) and three selfpublished collections. Joy’s newest collection,
Fragile Friday, will be launched at this year’s Poetry Festival.
She is currently working on a collection of poems about the life of her mother,
Eileen Capocchi, a well loved activist in the Victorian feminist movement.

Tim Slade
Tim Slade’s debut collection of poems, The Walnut
Tree, is to be published in early 2021 by Bright
South.
Tim’s poems have received praise in the Margaret
Reid International Poetry Prize, the Janice Bostock
Haiku Award and the Henry Lawson Festival Award.
His poems have been published widely, including in
The Weekend Australian, Cordite Poetry Review,
The Koori Times and Australian Poetry Anthology.
Born in 1976, Tim was raised in Risdon Cove, Hobart, in the working class suburb
of Lutana. In 2009 Tim moved to the tiny town of Pioneer, near the Blue Tier, in
Tasmania’s north-east.
In the years 2013 – 2021, Tim has contributed twenty-five articles for Tasmanian
Times (online). He has documented the long journey to secure safe drinking water
at Pioneer, following a recurring risk from heavy metals. Tim has worked to reform
the policies and practices affecting drinking water in the state.
From his tin-miner’s cottage at Pioneer over the past decade, Tim wrote the
poems for The Walnut Tree.
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Susan Austin
Susan previously performed at the Festival in
2011. She has also been a featured reader in many
events, including the Hobart Republic Readings and
Tasmanian Living Writers’ Week.
She is a poet and mental health occupational
therapist as well as being an environmental and
social activist. She grew up in Queensland and
now lives in Hobart with her husband and two
small children.
Her first poetry book, Undertow, was published by
Walleah Press in 2012. She has published poetry in
various newspapers, journals and anthologies. She
has won prizes in several FAW (Tas) poetry
competitions, and was the judge of the 2012 WILPF Eve Masterman Peace
Poetry Prize. The poem Bookshop Capers appeared in famous reporter 43, and
in Undertow.

Brielle Quigley
Brielle found her love for poetry at age twelve and,
a decade later, the passion remains alive and well.
After debuting at Launceston’s Slamduggery in
2017, she has quickly become a familiar face in the
Northern Tasmanian poetry scene, performing at
events such as Party in the Paddock and featuring
as a supporting act for Canadian slam champion
Brandon Wint.
She most recently competed as a finalist in the
2018 Australian National Poetry Slam and
continues to explore the relationship between the
personal and the political through her poetic works.
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Tasmanian Poetry Festival’s 37th year
In 1985, renowned Tasmanian and Australian poet Tim Thorne conceived
and brought to fruition the inaugural Tasmanian Poetry Festival. Now in its
37th year, the Tasmanian Poetry Festival 2021 is to be held over two
weeks from March 19 to March 28. We celebrate poetry in all its diverse
forms and local audiences participate in open mic at certain events. Due
to Covid-19 uncertainties this year, our guest poets are all based in
Tasmania. We look forward to hosting a fabulous Festival with variety and
a love of poetry inspiring all. We hope you will join us!

Festival Pass bookings
www.trybooking.com/BORUD

Tasmanian Poetry Festival Committee 2021
COLIN BERRY, President – director of Festival
NANCY CORBETT, Vice President – co-host of The Times they are A-Changin’
EVIE WOOD, Treasurer – event design, marketing/publicity, administration
MARILYN ARNOLD, Secretary – merchandising/book table co-ordinator
JUDY WINCHESTER, committee – programme design and layout
CAROL EASTON, committee - merchandising/book table co-ordinator
LOUISE ARNOLD, committee – concept/co-ordinator of The Artist’s Palate event
YVONNE GLUYAS, committee – co-host of The Times they are A-Changin’ event
Special thanks to Daniela Brozek from Bright South for our wonderful new look
website.
Website: www.taspoetryfest.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tasmanianpoetryfestival
Email: taspoetryfestival@gmail.com
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